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Established as a Rotary Structured Program in 1971, Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)  is Rotary's 
leadership training program for young people. RYLA emphasizes leadership, citizenship, and personal growth 
through intensive training programs that often take the shape of a seminar, workshop, or camp.  
 
The International RYLA  was first launched in 2001, immediately preceding the Rotary International 
Convention in San Antonio, Texas, USA. The event was designed for participants, ages 18-30, to learn 
advanced leadership techniques common to the RYLA program through guest speakers, training sessions and 
group discussions, as well as have the opportunity to collaborate and network with exceptional youth from 
across the world. Due to the success of this event, the RI Board adopted the International RYLA as an official 
preconvention event in February 2003.  This year brings the seventh International RYLA, building on a series 
of exciting and successful meetings with a truly global perspective.  
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This year’s International RYLA will take place from 18-21June 2009 
near Birmingham, England, the site of the 100th annual Rotary 
Convention.  
 
Birmingham is located in the West Midlands county of England and is 
often considered to be the second city of the United Kingdom. The 
City of Birmingham has a population of 1,006,500 (2006 estimate) and 
is known as the home of the Industrial Revolution in Britain. Today, 
Birmingham has developed into a national commercial centre, being 
named as the third best place in the United Kingdom to locate a 
business. As a result, the city has become the popular with foreign 
travelers visiting the UK and has also hosted many large conventions 
and summits, such as the Rotary International Convention.   
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Throughout the program, participants will have the opportunity to meet other exceptional young leaders from 
across the world while learning advanced leadership techniques through training exercises. While breaking-out 
into smaller groups, participants will also explore and discuss current issues and topics pertinent to leadership 
in a global society.  
 
The 2008-09 RYLA Committee is currently designing the core content of the program, which will include a 
focus on some of the RI Presidential emphases, peace and conflict resolution, and ethics in an international 
context. The entire program will be conducted in English, and all participants should be comfortable conversing 
and working in English.   
  
The program begins at 1200 hours on Thursday, 18 June and runs through breakfast on Sunday, 21 June. In 
order to have the most valuable experience, participants must attend the entire duration of the program. Room 
and board will be provided from 8:00 on Thursday, 18 June through the close of the program after breakfast on 
Sunday, 21 June. The accommodations are dormitory style with shared washrooms. Participants will share a 
room with another participant of the same gender.   
 
While it is highly encouraged for all International RYLA participants to attend the RI Convention and have the 
full Rotary experience, RI is not able to provide accommodations for participants after the RYLA program 
closes.  
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International RYLA participants are encouraged to attend the RI Convention taking place 21-24 June at the 
National Exhibition Centre, in Birmingham, England. Here participants will have full access to attend plenary 
sessions, view the Club and District Project Exhibition, and experience the House of Friendship and much 
more.  
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Participants at the International RYLA are drawn from a diverse group of young people who have been 
involved in Rotary youth programs and have been recommended by their district governor. Eligible 
individuals are between the ages 18-30 and cannot b e Rotarians . As a prerequisite to applying, 
participants must also have experience in any of the following Rotary or Rotary Foundation programs: 
 

·  Ambassadorial Scholarships 
·  Group Study Exchange 
·  Interact 
·  Rotaract 
·  Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program 
·  Rotary World Peace Fellowships 
·  RYLA 
·  Youth Exchange 

 

To facilitate the events throughout the program, a group of experienced Rotarian volunteers are also selected 
to serve as counselors at the International RYLA. Counselors must have extensive experience with RYLA at 
the district level and be nominated by their district governors. Interested Rotarians should contact 
ryla@rotary.org for more information on counselor selection. 
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To nominate a young leader from your community or apply yourself, complete an application form and 
submit it to RI by 15 December 2008 . Space is limited to 150 participants, and attendance is determined on 
a rolling basis, so apply early. If you have any concerns about meeting the deadline, please contact RI staff 
at ryla@rotary.org or +1.847.866.3436.  
 

Application forms  will be available under the Announcements section on the RI Web site at: 
http://www.rotary.org/EN/STUDENTSANDYOUTH/YOUTHPROGRAMS/Pages/ridefault.aspx  
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In order to be considered for participation, applicants must be sponsored by their local Rotary club or district. A 
Rotarian representing the sponsoring club or district must complete part of the application form and also serve 
as a contact for RI staff. Generally, sponsors also support the participant in preparing for the International 
RYLA experience and assist them in arranging and financing their travel to and from Birmingham, as well as 
any pre- or post-event travel arrangements (i.e. room and board during the RI Convention). We encourage 
interested applicants to discuss travel arrangements and funding opportunities early on with their sponsoring 
Rotary clubs or districts. 
 
It is quite an honor for participants to be selected to represent their local Rotary districts at this international 
gathering. Upon returning, many International RYLA participants further their relationships with Rotary, giving 
presentations on their experiences or getting involved in other Rotary youth programs, such as Rotaract.    
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After accepting the letter of invitation to participate in the 2009 International RYLA, participants must promptly 
complete and submit all registration forms and information to RI by the stated deadlines. There is a $200 USD 
registration fee  required for all attendees of the International RYLA. This fee includes room and board at the 
International RYLA venue from 18-21 June and admittance to the RI Convention immediately following the 
RYLA. 
 
In addition to this, participants should investigate if they will need to apply for a visitor’s visa to enter the United 
Kingdom. Letters of Invitation for consular services will be included in participants’ registration materials as 
needed. For more information on visa entry into the United Kingdom, please visit 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visitingtheuk/visitors/.  
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Rotary International is a world fellowship of business 
and professional persons united in Rotary clubs for the 
purpose of encouraging the practical application of the 

ideal of service both individually and collectively.  
 

For more information on Rotary International or The 
Rotary Foundation, please see our Web site at 

www.rotary.org.  
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Please contact RI Staff with any 
questions/concerns: 

 
E-mail:   ryla@rotary.org  
Phone:   +1-847-866-3436 
Fax:   +1-847-556-2124 


